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Winter Storm to Impact Travel Today
Impacts to Post-Thanksgiving Travel Expected across the Entire Region

Key Messages:✔

What Has Changed:NEW

● The onset time of accumulating snowfall was delayed 
slightly, but otherwise, the forecast remains on track.

Next Scheduled Update:
● Unless there are significant forecast changes, this 

may be the final DSS Packet for this event.

● Widespread snowfall and travel impacts are expected to 
develop this morning and continue through tonight.

● ~1"/hr snowfall rates are expected at times, especially 
during the afternoon and early evening (12 to 8 PM). 

● Gusty winds may lead to pockets of blowing and 
drifting snow in open areas today and Sunday. 

Current Winter Weather Headlines

Winter Weather 
Advisory

Winter Storm 
Watch

Winter Storm 
Warning

Frequently Used Links and 
Instructions for Winter

● GFE Threat Areas

● Prob Exceedance  (Y-O-R)

● Onset/End Timing Maps

● Precip Type Timing

● Winter Impacts Photos

● Winter Safety Infographics

Graphics Instructions Folder
LOT Messaging Google Site

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SWtbKKoZz0CsAt0dJ2ACgMiQfzaUhPZAnqSuTVVXf6Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jHJjZnPqskJmHH_6NhI_iMda7Fc1vVEllYZEhJe08K0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fuQqWVP5SND2xZy5-MSc0pXjb88We-Gkme_ZGOP0VFs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tuWKs2QpQkZUncMIXXcHaszcilg6piBwXjMjaWIB7Qk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QB68RWEXTKbRVG37bcJ9gbHtpr_g0wG3y0_kjiNdqB4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ziYJ8B9_dbAH7es1GLw4oeepX-xGRMOblgFazFsrTNM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1d78PtxywRIWHjWjGn2ETLRsYLdu_DYsu?usp=drive_link
https://sites.google.com/noaa.gov/nws-cr-lot/programs/messaging
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Graphics Instructions Folder
LOT Messaging Google Site

Frequently Used Links and 
Instructions for Winter

● GFE Threat Areas

● Prob Exceedance  (Y-O-R)

● Onset/End Timing Maps

● Precip Type Timing

● Winter Impacts Photos

● Winter Safety Infographics

Visit weather.gov/chicago for the latest forecast updates.

Forecast Snowfall Amounts

1-2” 2-3” 3-4” 4-6” 6-8” 8-12” 12-18” 18-24”

2-3” 3-4” 4-6” 6-8” 8-12” 12-18” 18-24” ≥ 24”

< 1” 1-2” 2-3” 3-4” 4-6” 5-9” 7-11” 10-14”

< 1” 1-2” 2-3” 3-4” 4-6” 6-8”

< X" X-X"
< X” X-X”Up to XX”

Up to XX"

Winter Storm to Impact Travel Today
Forecast Snowfall Amounts Through Tonight

What To Expect

Prolonged Accumulating Snow

Through Tonight
Highest rates around 1" per hour and greatest 
travel impacts expected this afternoon into the 
early evening (~12 - 8 PM CST)

Expected Impacts:

What To Do
✔ Consider altering or postponing travel plans.
✔ Drivers - SLOW down. Don’t crowd the plow!

Other Relevant Links
● Snowfall Map Instructions

Very Low 
Visibility

Snow 
Covered 
Roads

Hazardous 
Travel 5 - 9"

7 - 11"

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1d78PtxywRIWHjWjGn2ETLRsYLdu_DYsu?usp=drive_link
https://sites.google.com/noaa.gov/nws-cr-lot/programs/messaging
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SWtbKKoZz0CsAt0dJ2ACgMiQfzaUhPZAnqSuTVVXf6Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jHJjZnPqskJmHH_6NhI_iMda7Fc1vVEllYZEhJe08K0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fuQqWVP5SND2xZy5-MSc0pXjb88We-Gkme_ZGOP0VFs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tuWKs2QpQkZUncMIXXcHaszcilg6piBwXjMjaWIB7Qk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QB68RWEXTKbRVG37bcJ9gbHtpr_g0wG3y0_kjiNdqB4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ziYJ8B9_dbAH7es1GLw4oeepX-xGRMOblgFazFsrTNM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1F9kFbPYocc9ibGc21eHOG2FK0UPRQPPavo3BZvzUj_s/edit?usp=sharing
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Winter Storm to Impact Travel Today
Snow Rate/Precipitation Type Timeline and Additional Forecast Details

1

2

Precipitation Type Key

Rain/Drizzle

Rain/Drizzle/Snow Mix

No Precipitation

Increasing Snow Rates 

1

2

11/30 
12 PM

11/29 
6 AM

11/29 
12 PM

11/29 
6 PM

11/30 
12 AM

11/30 
6 AM

11/29
12 AM

~1”/hr rates
possible

Lingering 
lake effect?

1+”/hr 
rates

1

Snowfall Rate 
0.5 to 1"/hr, highest 
~12-8 PM CST.

Temperatures
Mid 20s warming 
toward the lower 30s. 

Snow Character 
Typical, with ratios 
averaging near 10:1-13:1

Winds
Gusts up to 30 mph 
from the southeast.

2

Snowfall Rate 
Around 0.5"/hr, but 
1+"/hr in the afternoon

Temperatures
Mid 20s AM, rising to 
32-34 late. 

Snow Character 
Typical, with ratios 
averaging near 10:1

Winds
Gusts up to 30 mph 
from the southeast.

Depending on low track: snow could mix with or change 
to drizzle as far north as I-88 late this evening.

What’s Still Uncertain?

Snow rates 
rapidly 

diminish

Snowfall Rate and Precipitation Type Timing
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Visit weather.gov/chicago for more details for your location.

Today Sun Mon

 H: 29-33°

Heavy Snow;
Hazardous Travel

 H: 27-33°  H: 21-27°
PM Snow?

 L: 23-29°

Change Over to 
Rain/Snow/Drizzle 

Mix S I-80

 L: 3-15°  L: 8-21°

Accumulating 
Snow/Slippery 
Travel Possible

Tue

 H: 20-26°

 L: 10-19°

More 
Icons

Graphics Guides Folder

Cooler near lake

Humid

Very Humid!

Peak Heat Indices:
XX-XX°

HOT!

Isolated

Scattered

XX-XX% 

XX%

Tonight

 L: X-X°
Text

Photo: 

Wind Chills
-X to -X°

 H: -X to -X°
 L: -X to -X°

Blustery!COLD!

Winter Storm to Impact Travel Today
Five Day Outlook: Wintry Pattern to Persist into Next Week

Wed

 H: 27-31°

 L: -2-13°

PM Light Snow
N of I-80?

40%

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mS3wvJEaG7j6EJdsyVVEO6Mo-oEDHiAeR3F_NTTEeUQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mS3wvJEaG7j6EJdsyVVEO6Mo-oEDHiAeR3F_NTTEeUQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1d78PtxywRIWHjWjGn2ETLRsYLdu_DYsu?usp=drive_link


Frequently Used Links and 
Instructions for Winter

● GFE Threat Areas

● Prob Exceedance  (Y-O-R)

● Onset/End Timing Maps

● Precip Type Timing

● Winter Impacts Photos

● Winter Safety Infographics

Graphics Instructions Folder
LOT Messaging Google Site

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SWtbKKoZz0CsAt0dJ2ACgMiQfzaUhPZAnqSuTVVXf6Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jHJjZnPqskJmHH_6NhI_iMda7Fc1vVEllYZEhJe08K0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fuQqWVP5SND2xZy5-MSc0pXjb88We-Gkme_ZGOP0VFs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tuWKs2QpQkZUncMIXXcHaszcilg6piBwXjMjaWIB7Qk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QB68RWEXTKbRVG37bcJ9gbHtpr_g0wG3y0_kjiNdqB4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ziYJ8B9_dbAH7es1GLw4oeepX-xGRMOblgFazFsrTNM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1d78PtxywRIWHjWjGn2ETLRsYLdu_DYsu?usp=drive_link
https://sites.google.com/noaa.gov/nws-cr-lot/programs/messaging
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NWS Chicago Winter Safety & Preparedness Page 

Winter-related safety graphics and messaging

@NWSChicago

Winter Storm to Impact Travel Today
Additional Resources 

Graphical Hazardous Weather Outlook 

Helps to determine which days you need to be 
mindful of hazardous weather

Official Snowfall Observations  

Six hourly snowfall observations for Chicago, Rockford, and 
Romeoville

Visit weather.gov/chicago for the latest forecast updates.

Frequently Used Links and 
Instructions for Winter

● GFE Threat Areas

● Prob Exceedance  (Y-O-R)

● Onset/End Timing Maps

● Precip Type Timing

● Winter Impacts Photos

● Winter Safety Infographics

Graphics Instructions Folder
LOT Messaging Google Site

https://www.weather.gov/lot/winterprepare
https://www.facebook.com/US.NationalWeatherService.Chicago.gov
https://www.facebook.com/NWSChicago
https://www.facebook.com/NWSChicago
https://twitter.com/NWSChicago
https://www.weather.gov/erh/ghwo?wfo=lot
https://www.weather.gov/lot/sixhoursnow
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SWtbKKoZz0CsAt0dJ2ACgMiQfzaUhPZAnqSuTVVXf6Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jHJjZnPqskJmHH_6NhI_iMda7Fc1vVEllYZEhJe08K0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fuQqWVP5SND2xZy5-MSc0pXjb88We-Gkme_ZGOP0VFs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tuWKs2QpQkZUncMIXXcHaszcilg6piBwXjMjaWIB7Qk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QB68RWEXTKbRVG37bcJ9gbHtpr_g0wG3y0_kjiNdqB4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ziYJ8B9_dbAH7es1GLw4oeepX-xGRMOblgFazFsrTNM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1d78PtxywRIWHjWjGn2ETLRsYLdu_DYsu?usp=drive_link
https://sites.google.com/noaa.gov/nws-cr-lot/programs/messaging

